
First Aliyah: Moses gathers all the Jews to the Tabernacle to witness the Divine presence
descending upon the Sanctuary on that day. Aaron offers various sacrifices in preparation for
this revelation.

Second Aliyah: After concluding the offering of all the sacrifices, Aaron blesses the people
with the priestly blessing. Moses and Aaron bless the Jewish people that G‑d's presence dwell
in their handiwork, and, indeed, the Divine presence visibly descends upon the Tabernacle.

Third Aliyah: At this point a heavenly fire descends and consumes the offerings on the
altar. Aaron's eldest two sons, Nadab and Avihu, bring an unauthorized incense offering and
a heavenly fire consumes them. Moses orders the removal of their bodies from the
Tabernacle, and instructs Aaron and his remaining two sons not to observe the traditional
laws of mourning, considering that they had to continue serving in the Sanctuary on behalf of
the Jewish nation. The priests are instructed not to imbibe wine before performing Temple
service.

Fourth Aliyah: Moses addresses Aaron and his sons, instructing them regarding the
consumption of that day's offerings — despite the deaths of their next of kin.

Fifth Aliyah: Moses becomes aware that one of the sin offerings had been burnt, rather
than eaten. When he expresses his displeasure, Aaron explains his reasoning for ordering the
burning of that particular offering, and Moses humbly accepts Aaron's explanation.

Sixth Aliyah: G‑d gives the commandments of Kosher, explaining how to distinguish
between kosher and non-kosher animals, fish, and birds. Kosher animals must chew their
cud and have cloven feet. The Torah lists four animals that have only one of these attributes,
but not both, and are therefore non-kosher. Kosher fish must have fins and scales. The Torah
then gives a list of species of non-kosher birds, and species of kosher locust. The Torah then
discusses the ritual impurity caused by coming in contact with the carcass of a non-kosher
animal, as well as certain species of rodents and amphibian creatures.

Seventh Aliyah: We learn of the possibility of foods and utensils contracting ritual
impurity if they come in contact with any of the aforementioned impurities. The Torah then
mentions the impurity contracted through coming in contact with the carcass of a kosher
animal which was not ritually slaughtered. We are commanded not to consume any insects
or reptiles. The reading closes with an exhortation that we remain holy by abstaining from
eating all forbidden foods.
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SERVICES
SCHEDULE

FRIDAY, APRIL 25

Candle Lighting 7:31 PM
Mincha 6:30 PM

SHABBAT, APRIL 26
SHABBAT MEVARCHIM
ROSH CHODESH IYAR

Morning Services 9:30 AM
Mincha 7:35 PM

Shabbat Ends 8:26 PM

Shacharit
Sunday 9:00 AM

Monday - Friday 7:30 AM

Mincha/Maariv
Sunday - Thursday 7:35 PM

WEEKDAY SERVICES

General Overview: This week's reading, Shemini, is a continuation of the previous week's
reading, Tzav, where we learned about the Tabernacle's seven-day inaugural ceremony. This
week's reading opens on the eighth day, when G‑d's presence descends upon the Tabernacle.
On that day, Aaron's sons Nadab and Avihu die when offering an uncalled-for incense
sacrifice. The portion concludes with a discussion about the laws of Kosher and ritual purity.

PARSHAT SHEMINI

dedicated in honor of the

SHIRYON IDF UNIT

by Parsha Commanders

JEFFREY AND PAMELA

BILFELD

BH

During Daylight Savings,
Mincha is at 6:30 PM
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THE GREATEST MIRACLE NEVER TOLD

How did Moshe manage to gather all these creatures for a live
demonstration?

And perhaps the bigger question: why don’t the classic
commentaries even ask this question? How did this “miracle”
fly under the radar?

The Rebbe’s answer goes deep. Moshe wasn’t giving a biology
class. He was teaching Torah. And Torah isn’t a human
invention. It’s the blueprint of the world. It precedes creation.
So when Moshe wasteaching Torah, he was speaking from a
place that transcends the limits of time and space.

In that reality, miracles are not “big deals.” They’re not
disruptions. They’re simply part of the flow. If Torah calls for a
fish to appear in the desert so that Moshe can teach its status,
then it appears. Simple.

Miracles only seem miraculous when you’re stuck in a natural
mindset—when the world defines your limits. But when your
reality is Torah, miracles are like background music. The real
headline is that you’re aligned with something infinite and
eternal.

As someone once quipped: “If a Jew doesn’t believe in miracles,
they’re out of touch with reality.”

And so, this moment in the desert—where Moshe, through the
power of Torah, “summoned” animals, birds, and fish from all
over the world—becomes the greatest miracle never told. It’s a
reminder that Torah isn’t constrained by nature. It’s the other
way around: nature bends to Torah.

This lesson has powerful implications today. Imagine how
much more clarity Israel—and Jews everywhere—would have if
we made decisions not based on polls or pundits, but on Torah.
The world changes when we shift from asking “what’s realistic?”
to “what’s right according to Torah?”

Pesach showed us we were lifted above nature. Parshas Shemini
shows us how to live that elevated life—down to what’s on our
plate.

Good Shabbos and Shabbat Shalom,

Rabbi Ruvi New

Dear Friends,

Pesach, the holiday of our Exodus from Egypt, isn’t just a
celebration of freedom. It’s the moment G-d “elevated” us—
Hama’alcha—from slavery to something much more
profound: a life of holiness and mission. Our first act as a
free people wasn’t building a monument or raising a flag. It
was… eating Matzah.

Matzah, that simple, humble bread, wasn’t just food. It was
spiritual medicine. It purified our mouths. It prepared us.
And it wasn’t just for the week of Pesach. That matzah gave
us the ability to elevate everything we eat throughout the
year. We learn from Pesach that eating can be holy—if the
energy we get from our food powers mitzvot, kindness,
learning, and prayer, then even a sandwich becomes a
spiritual act.

This theme of elevating the physical world continues in
Parshas Shemini, where Moshe teaches the Jewish people
the detailed laws of kashrut—what animals, birds, and fish
we can and cannot eat. But here’s where the story takes a
mysterious turn.

Rashi, the famous Torah commentator, tells us that Moshe
didn’t just say which animals were kosher. He showed them.
He physically pointed out each kosher and non-kosher
animal, bird, and fish.

Wait—fish? In the desert?

That’s the question the Lubavitcher Rebbe asked in a public
talk in 1971. The Sinai Desert isn’t exactly Sea World. It’s
filled with scorpions and snakes—not dolphins and tuna.
And it’s not just about fish. Some of the birds listed in the
Torah come from faraway places like Africa or even
Australia.
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COMMUNITY NEWS

Carol Buchman-Krutiansky, Brian and Liza Cohen, Moshe Ethridge and Rochelle Strauss, Jeffrey and Jodi Harris, Michael Jacobs, Eva Kleeman,

Mark Kovel and Jori Kessler Kovel, Jordan Ilan Lombard, Rabbi Ruvi and Ahuva New, Steve and Laura Pale, Arlene Parkin, Susan Pilossoph,

Linda Slove, Dorith Toledano

T H A N K  Y O U  T O  O U R  D O N O R S  T H I S  W E E K
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27 Nissan - Andreia Schwartz
28 Nissan - David Schwadron

29 Nissan - Starlin Taub
29 Nissan - Charles Griff
29 Nissan - Jane Shopen

29 Nissan - Shoshana Paley
29 Nissan - Justin Perecman

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!

30 Nissan - Saul Katz, grandfather of Douglas Feurring
5 Iyar - Yehuda ben Melach Milo, father of Sheldon Milo

YAHRTZEIT

Yisroel and Estee New
on the birth of their daughter

and to the proud grandparents
Rabbi Ruvi and Ahuva New

MAZEL TOV!

Tonya Chavis for graciously sponsoring end-of-course gifts
for the Rosh Chodesh Society class attendees.

THANK YOU!

Talmud Tractate Megillah
DAILY 30 MIN BEFORE MAARIV

ONGOING ADULT EDUCATION SERIES

Lunch & Learn
THURSDAYS 12:00 PM

Ten Minutes of Torah
MONDAY - THURSDAY 8:30 AM

Kabbalah & Coffee
SUNDAYS 10:00 AM

Torah & Tea
TUESDAYS 10:00 AM

All classes are in person at Boca Beach Chabad 490 East Palmetto Park Rd
In-person participation is recommended. If unable to attend in person, weekday classes can be joined via zoom at BocaBeachChabad.com/zoom

Sara Brown, Batya Feinberg

T H A N K  Y O U  T O  O U R  V O L U N T E E R S  T H I S  W E E K
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NEW & UPCOMING
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COMMUNITY RESOURCE BOARD
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messubim.square.site

catering



CHAZAK | $25,000 +

Sid and Louise Banon
Marla and Perry Birman
Patricia Cayne
Murray and Karen Dalfen
Gracie Freedman
Lance and Ilana Kaplan
Michael and Jill Rose
Brian and Jennifer Schwartz

CHAI | $18,000 +

Jeff and Karen Cohen
Steve and Susan Rosenblum

BRACHAH | $12,000 +
Steve and Robin Abramow
Julian and Stefanie Benscher
Jeffrey and Pam Bilfeld
Jeffrey and Jodi Harris
Stefan and Evelyn Joselowitz
Burry Neuberg and Ashley Meadows
Uri & Wendy Ottensoser
Brad and Holly Schlossmann
Gerry and Marcy Spector

KETER | $7,200 +

Robert Rossman and Dr. Elissa Annunziato
Harold and Lorraine Domnitch
Arlene Perry
Zev and Lieba Rudolph

CHESSED | $5,400 +

Patrick and Shelly Baldasare
Eddie and Jane Best
Stan and Peg Bey
Sigal Goldring and Itzik Shimoni
Chaim and Stacey Gross
Mark and Jori Kovel
Arlene Parkin
Michael and Kelly Passeroff
Gerald and Marylin Schrager
Peter YY Snyder

KEHILLAH | $3,600 +

David and Renee Dalva
Chaim and Leah Drizin
Dovid and Binie New
Steve and Laura Paley
Barry and Abbe Prevor
Barry and Sharon Schecter
Charles and Penny Shuman
Jeffrey Wasserman and Linda Sheridan
Ira Ziff and Robyn Barsky
Hannah Rachel Zlatkiss

As your Jewish hub in East Boca, the Boca Beach Chabad Jewish Center is a place
where every Jew, of every age and stage, is welcomed, celebrated, and appreciated.
A place where spiritual, communal, cultural, and intellectual Jewish life comes
together. 

Named in memory of our beloved membership co-chair, The Brian Schwartz
Leadership Circle is a group of foundational leaders who help support, sustain, and
strengthen our hub so that we can continue to deliver joyful and meaningful Jewish
experiences, and foster connection within the East Boca Jewish community.
 
Leadership Circle commitments allow the Boca Beach Chabad Jewish Center to
have the budget visibility to execute the vast array of programming necessary to
meet our community’s growing needs.

Leadership Circle members enjoy a variety of benefits, including:

       Communal recognition 
       Complimentary entry to marquee events
       Additional seats for High Holidays 
       Designated parking
       Private events 
       And others

We welcome you to join us! Invest in this critical mission and help us shine our
collective light on East Boca this year and beyond.

For more information, please contact Leadership Circle Chairman Steve Abramow
at 201-759-7800, or Director of Development, Amara Kaiyalethe, at
amara@bocabeachchabad.org or 561-394-9770.

Shabbat Shalom!

The Boca Beach Chabad Jewish Center Leadership Circle Task Force:
Steve Abramow
Patrick Baldasare
Robyn Barsky

Leadership Circle in formation. Please reach out if there was an omission or mistake in your listing.


